FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
living on his capital, was never able to devote proper
attention to this outermost property.
When we cast our minds back to Roman Britain, we
are apt to be impressed with the outward magnificence
aod order, so different from the semi-barbaric conditions
that obtained for centuries afterwards. But as a matter
of fact, no period was ever more devoid of soul or interest
than those centuries of stagnation In a provincial back-
water, with scarcely a history to record, even if there had
been a historian to record it. Except for military pre-
tenders, it scarcely produced anyone or anything worth
writing about. Except for one or two instances where
the native spirit broke through the Roman convention,
its artistic output seems to have been something that it
would be flattery to describe as mediocre. Nowhere was
there spark or trace of creative activity in any department
of life.
Even materially there was little enough to boast of,
except for the inevitable roads that followed the legions
as the web follows the spider. But the Romans seem to
have taken the country very much as they found it, and
left its enormous tracts of forest and marshland hardly
diminished. The towns, standardized as they were to the
most approved Roman pattern, had become ruinous and
half derelict long before any enemy set foot within their
crumbling walls, owing to the ruthless way in which their
resources had been exploited for the upkeep of the
imperial system. The country estates seem to have carried
on somehow, until overwhelming catastrophe fell upon
them in. the middle of the fourth century, owing to the
forcing of the Northern defences by a grand allied horde
of barbarians who poured looting over the whole country-
side. Finally, when Rome was fain to bid for a new lease
of life by abandoning her pattern of a Mediterranean
Exnpire? and shifting the centre of her power Eastward
to the Bosphoras, her grasp on her overseas province
relaxed ; the civil wars, that were the death agony of her
Western Empire, drained away her garrisons; and
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